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CLEVEDON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Council Meeting of Clevedon Town Council held at the Council Offices 44 Old Street Clevedon
which commenced at 7.30pm on Wednesday 22" January 2025. The following business was transacted.

PRESENT Chairman of the Council — Councillor C Blades together with Councillors K Amor, N Barton, R

FC 1/25

FC2/25

FC3/25

FC 4/25

FC5/25

FC 6/25

Brown, C Childs, B Culblaith, C Francis-Pester, C Griffiths, P Griffiths, A Goodliffe, M Harriott, C
Lord, J Maritz, T Morgan, K O’Brien, D Shopland, R Westwood, G Wormald-Kelly and H Young.

Town Clerk — Tony Jay

To receive and approve apologies for absence.

Apologies were received and approved from Councillor C Farrell. Councillor J van Blerk was
not present.

To receive declarations of interest for items on the agenda.

Councillor Wormald-Kelly declared an interest in agenda item 13/25. He took no part in the
debate and did not vote.

To receive and approve the minutes of the Council meeting dated 11™ December 2024.
It was resolved to approve the minutes as a correct record of the meeting.

To receive an update from the temporary Communications Officer on her progress in the
role, and the forthcoming survey of residents.

Becky Walsh provided an update to the meeting. A lot has been achieved in a short period of
time. Very positive feedback has been received from local residents and businesses
regarding the email and Facebook information posts that they are now receiving. Results of
the Clevedon Conservation survey will be made public in the near future. A surprisingly large
number of responses to the survey have been already received. The first edition of a regular
public newsletter will be published in the near future.

The Chairman thanked Becky Walsh for the work that she has been doing.

To consider recommendations from the Finance and General Purposes Committee for the
Town Council’s response to North Somerset Council’s proposals for the devolution of assets
and services.

It was resolved to make the following contributions to North Somerset Council in 2025-26:
£18,700 towards the provision of parks and open spaces management.
An additional payment of £1,000 towards Community Safety and CCTV.

A £2,000 contribution to public rights of way management (Post meeting note: North
Somerset Council has now withdrawn the request for this contribution).

To consider the budget and precept demand for 2025-26.
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FC7/25

FC 8/25

FC9/25

FC 10/25

FC11/25

FC 12/25

FC 13/25

It was resolved to approve a previous circulated budget, which includes a precept demand of
£500,309.

This is an increase of 14% when compared with 2024-25, and will mean that a Band D
household will pay approximately £9 extra per year to Clevedon Town Council as part of their
2025-26 Council Tax demand.

To consider and approve the signatories for the Town Council’s accounts with Unity Trust
Bank and CCLA.

It was resolved to appoint Councillors Chris Blades and Chris Childs as signatories, and also to
add the Town Council Responsible Financial Officer as an account administrator.

To confirm the appointment of a Responsible Financial Officer.
It was resolved to appoint Samantha Crane as the Responsible Financial Officer.

To approve the terms of reference for an IT Working Group of Councillors, to report to the
Finance and General Policy Committee.

This will be agreed at the first meeting of the working group.
To appoint councillors to sit on the IT Working Group.

It was resolved to appoint Councillors K Amor, N Barton, C Blades, C Childs, M Harriott, R
Westwood and G Wormald-Kelly.

To receive suggestions from councillors on how to spend £1,584 in CIL money currently held
by the Town Council.

It was resolved to use the CIL money towards the cost of replacement benches in Queens
Square with a total budget of £6,000. Additional CIL money already held will be used for this
work.

The Town Clerk was asked to enquire with North Somerset Council whether they would
agree to six benches they own in Queens Square being renovated or replaced.

It was resolved that, subject to North Somerset Council agreement, six benches in Queens
Square will be replaced. If this is agreed then additional CIL funds held will be used to
finance the work.

To consider a request from the Allotments Committee for a contractor to carry out regular
maintenance visits to the allotment sites once a quarter at a cost of £1,160 per year.

It was resolved to agree the request from the Allotments Committee.

To receive an update on the EDF Proposal to establish a salt marsh partially in Clevedon Yeo
ward.

An update was provided to the meeting by Councillor Westwood. The Town Clerk was asked
to contact the North Somerset Levels Action Group to request that Clevedon town Council
be allowed to join this group.
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FC 14/25

FC 15/25

FC 16/25

It was resolved to formally agree that Clevedon Town Council opposes the EDF proposals to
create a salt marsh on an area including part of Clevedon Yeo Ward.

Councillor Westwood and the Town Clerk will write a letter to the Department of
Environment stating the Town Council’s opposition to the EDF proposals.

To receive a report to the Trustees of Clevedon Village Hall regarding a proposal for the
future use of the Village Hall.

It was resolved that the Town Council would agree in principle to a request from the
Trustees of the Village Hall that it should be used as a museum, should such as request be
received.

This in principle agreement will allow the Trustees to meet to agree such a request.
To receive the Chairman’s report.

The Chairman reported that the project to create a new skate park was progressing.
To receive the Town Clerk’s report.

A reply has been received from North Somerset Council regarding a request from the Town
Council regarding the future use of Hangstone Quarry (ref. minute 1851/24). A reply has
been received stating:

‘The site is currently identified as a priority location for the development of affordable
and/or community-led housing and that there is active interest from local Community-Led
Housing groups in Clevedon. That is not to say that we can’t have discussions on a potential
transfer, however we would have concerns about needing to find alternative locations for
housing’.

It was decided not to progress these matters at the present time.

The Town Council’s working relationship with the Climate Change Group needs to be
reviewed. It was agreed in 2019 when the group was formed that it would be a sub-
committee of the Town council, answerable directly to the council. It was agreed that the
council would provide funding to the group which would be spent under the control of the
council. However, over time this relationship has changed to the current position where the
group is mainly operating independently to the council. This will be reviewed at the next
meeting of the Town Council. The budget agreed earlier in this meeting includes an amount
of £13,000 for climate change expenditure in 2025-26. How this is spent will be part of the
aforementioned debate in February.

The order has been placed for a microphone system to be used during council meetings. It is
hoped that this will be installed in late February.

A new contractor has taken down the Christmas lights and will store them until next year.
The contractor will carry out an assessment of the lights to find which are suitable for future
use and which are not. A meeting of interest parties is to be held in the near future to start
work on plans for 2025.
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FC 17/25

Councillor Morgan addressed the meeting asking for it to be put on record that he had no
personal knowledge that the contractor who installed the Christmas lights in 2023 had
informed the Town Council that some of the lights were unfit for future use.

To receive information from the Clevedon North Somerset Councillors relating directly to
Clevedon.

Councillor Young gave an update regarding the highway work that was about to commence
on Clevedon Seafront. This information is already in the public domain.

Date of next meeting — Wednesday 19t February 2025 at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 9.35 pm

End of minutes

Signed by the Chairman

Date



