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[XXXXXXXXXXXX]

[XXXXXX]
[XXXXXX]

28 February 2025

Dear [XXXXX]

Update on potential saltmarsh creation around the Severn

In my letter at the beginning of January | said | would update you on any developments on plans to
create new areas of saltmarsh near you. As you know, finding an enduring solution to meet complex
environmental regulations has not been quick or straightforward and | acknowledge that continuing
uncertainty has caused worry and frustration.

Please be assured that the views and concerns expressed by the community are well understood
and have been informing our thinking since we held initial meetings across the local area last year.
This work made it clear that delivering saltmarsh to the scale expected and in the time available is
very challenging, given the need to find a solution that balances the interests of communities with
meeting demanding environmental obligations.

Acoustic Fish Deterrent

Hinkley Point C will be the first power station on the Severn with protections for fish built into its
design with specially designed low velocity cooling water intake heads and a fish return system. A
third measure called an acoustic fish deterrent was also proposed in Hinkley Point C’s planning
consent in 2013. At that time, large scale acoustic fish deterrent devices were an emerging
technology but since then the project found that the installation and operation of more than 280
underwater speakers in fast-flowing tides and poor visibility posed significant risks for divers. This
was not considered acceptable for mitigating the size of the remaining impact on the local fish
population.

Hinkley Point C has recently become aware of innovation that means a new type of acoustic fish
deterrent system could be installed and operated in a way that is likely to be safe and effective in
the waters of the Severn. This solution wasn’t known to us when we launched meetings with you
last year. The technology, pioneered in the South-West, is proven and deployed internationally. We
are now working with experts to provide the scientific data to underpin the case for using it at
Hinkley Point C. We have received positive feedback from environmental groups and this option is
now our preferred solution rather than pursuing saltmarsh creation.

Saltmarsh work and surveys

While work to prove the effectiveness of the new acoustic fish deterrent will continue throughout
2025, we will pause all design and development work on saltmarsh creation. We intend to complete
wildlife surveys in a managed way, only accessing land with landowners’ permission and we plan to
share the findings with the community for future benefit.
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We will also be cancelling all of our compulsory rights of entry agreements (Section 172 notices) in
the local area. As a result, we are not planning a consultation on saltmarsh creation and we hope
that it will no longer be required. However, until the scientific work on the acoustic fish deterrent is
complete, we are not yet able to rule out the need for saltmarsh creation in the future. We'll keep
you updated when we have more information.

If you are interested in working with us to complete wildlife survey work, we would be grateful if
you could contact our team, before March 30th. If we do not hear from you, please accept this
letter as formal notice that our S172 rights will end on March 31st 2025.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. If you would like to find out more about Hinkley
Point C, or talk to us about our plans in the local area, please email the team at hinkley-
enquiries@edf-energy.com or call us on 0333 009 7070,

Yours Sincerely,
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Andrew Cockcroft
Head of Stakeholder Relations
Hinkley Point C
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