Clevedon Town Council
Minutes of the Council meeting held on
6" August 2025 at the Council Offices

Public Participation

There were 6 members of the public present.

Mr Barry Cherokoff

What is the outcome of the investigation into the so called leaked letter regarding a
resignation and also why items 90 and 91 on the Agenda are being held in private
session?

The Locum Clerk provided answers to the two points raised.

Mr David Simms spoke in support of the Council taking legal action against North
Somerset Council regarding the proposed TRO from North Somerset Council.

The Chairman thanked the members of the public for their comments.

The Chairman stated that he has agreed with the Clerk to hold an informal meeting of
Councillors on 3" September specifically to discuss the Council finances and the
budget for the year 2026-2027.

All councillors should have received an email from the Clerk outlining the details of a
meeting he attended with Kate Cowdy from Discover Clevedon, two business owners

who met with a solicitor from Stevens — Scown advising of the next steps we could
take in the parking debacle.

FC84/25 To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Cllr McQueen.
Noted.

FC85/25 To receive declarations of interest for items on the Agenda.



FC86/25

FC87/25

Cllr Morgan asked what could be done about Councillors who
failed to correctly fill in Declarations of Interest forms. There are
several examples of councillors who state that they are retired
but are still directors of companies. There is a duty that the
Clerk ensures that declarations are open and transparent.

The Clerk responded that this is a very important matter, copies
of Declarations of Interest are kept at Clevedon but they are
forwarded to North Somerset. The Clerk stated that he would
look at all Declarations of Interest and speak to North Somerset
Council and secondly, speak privately to all Councillors to
resolve any issues in this area.

To receive and Approve the minutes of the Town Council
meeting held on 25" June 2025.

Proposed by ClIr Shopland and seconded by Clir Francis-Pester.
Minutes were Approved and signed.

To receive and Approve the minutes of the Extraordinary
Meeting of the Council held on 24" June 2025.

CliIr Harriott raised the matter that he had been missed off the
minutes and he had attended the meeting, the Clerk apologised
and said he would rectify the matter.

Proposed by ClIr Francis- Pester and seconded by Clir Childs,
the minutes were Approved by the Council and signed by the
Chairman.

The Chairman stated he would like to move items on the Agenda
around and he would like to discuss the Minutes of the Transport
and Highways Committee which dealt with the Parking proposals
from North Somerset Council.

The Minutes were introduced by Clir Griffiths. At the emergency
meeting of the Committee it was concluded that the Council
should take action to stop the TRO for Hill Road and other areas
in the town.

The Clerk and Kate Cowdy had met with a solicitor on the 4t
August 2025 and it was discussed that the Council can threaten
to go to a Judicial Review regarding North Somerset’s proposals.

The Clerk stated that the meeting was very productive. Kate
Cowdy agreed that Discover Clevedon had agreed to split the
cost of the meeting with the Town Council. The solicitor stated
that in his view there were “solid grounds for challenge”. There



was a discussion around the process of initiating a Judicial
Review. This could be very costly, £50-£60 thousand pounds
and it can be lost as well as won. The issue of costs if the case
was lost was also discussed.

We then discussed sending the Senior Legal Officer at North
Somerset Council a document which is called a “Pre-Action
Protocol”. This solicitor explained that a “Pre-Action Protocol’
sets out their failings in the process and puts North Somerset
Council on notice that the matter may be made subject to
Judicial Review. The cost of this is £1,600-£1,800 plus VAT.
(Post meeting, Discover Clevedon have now agreed that they
will share a significant proportion of that fee).

The Clerk recommended that in order to put the matter on a legal
basis the council instructs officers that a Pre Action Protocol is
prepared and sent to North Somerset Council. The Clerk
outlined that within Financial Regulations there is a section which
permits the Chairman and the Clerk to authorise a payment in
circumstances such as this.

Clir Morgan stated that this should be a matter for the whole
Council to support, he criticised a recent by-election pamphlet
which stated that “only conservatives” were fighting the Parking
issue.

He went on to say that in Kingswood, parking charges have been
introduced and local businesses have been decimated. He said
he supported opposing these charges because the traders in the
town have had a bad enough deal to date. Can we have a
concerted effort to oppose these charges as a united Town
Council?

The Clerk stated that he hoped that senior legal officers at North
Somerset Council would consult with their officers who prepare
these documents to look at an alternative approach which
manages parking for the benefit of the residents of Clevedon and
the objectives of North Somerset Council.

Cllr Shopland stated that car parking opposition is being led by
Hill Road, and sympathises with them. However, there is no
benefit in marginalising just one area.

ClIr Lord stated that the BID represents all of the traders in the
town.

Proposed by CliIr Culblaith and seconded by Clir Morgan that the
Council, via the Clerk, instructs Stevens-Scown to prepare a Pre-
Action Protocol to be sent to North Somerset Council.



FC88/25

Approved unanimously.
Motion — ClIr Childs

This Council resolves to fully commit to producing a
Neighbourhood Plan, whilst recognising that there is insufficient
expertise and experience within the Councillors to facilitate this,
and that it should be outsourced to a specialist project
management consultancy with a commitment from the Council
to the financial costs of said project.

Seconded by Clir Morgan.

Clir Childs outlined his views regarding the previous
Neighbourhood Plan project in Clevedon Town Council.

A document produced by Collier Planning (no4), was discussed
by ClIr Childs. The overall cost was £2,500.

ClIr Childs outlined the advantages of having a Neighbourhood
Plan.

Cllr Morgan asked why Motions had to be submitted on paper.

ClIr Francis-Pester stated that he had a lengthy and detailed
conversation with ClIr Childs and the Clerk, and that there is no
point in moving forward with a Neighbourhood Plan whilst the
government is considering legislative changes which may
supersede such plans.

ClIr Francis Pester proposed that this is deferred for two cycles
and it is referred to the Planning Committee.

Seconded by ClIr Maritz. This was Approved by the council.

During previous items ClIr Childs had been exhibiting offensive
behaviour towards another councillor. CllIr Lord stated she
would like it recorded on the minutes about ClIr Childs’
disgusting behaviour and his attitude towards another
Councillor. Telling another Councillor to shut up.

ClIr Francis-Pester proposed dealing with the approval of
minutes prior (items FC/92 25), to going into closed session.
This was agreed by the Chairman.

To Receive Note or Approve the minutes from the following
Council Committees:

Minutes from the Property Committee 2" July 2025 to be
Approved/Not Approved.



Part 1 Authorisation for expenditure:

PR43/25 - The Committee approved and recommends that the
Council approves the purchase of solar panels for the flat roof of
the Council offices 44 Old Street, Clevedon. (Subject to Approval
by North Somerset Council).

Cost £10,026.76.

Clir Shopland outlined the project.

Proposed by ClIr Shopland, seconded by ClIr Francis-Pester

The item was Approved

Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 16" June
2025 for Noting.

Noted.

Minutes of the Finance & General Policy Committee meeting held
on 22" July 2025.

Part 1 item: To Approve a three year Christmas Lights contract as
the contractor no longer offered a one year contract option.

Clir Francis-Pester explained the need to move to a 3 year
contract.

Proposed by ClIr Francis-Pester seconded by ClIr Childs.
Approved.

Minutes of the Finance & General Policy Committee meeting held
on 24th June 2025.

For Approval.
Approved.

Cllr Harriott raised a question regarding the Grant application
from the HAB Traders.

Clir Francis-Pester stated that the application did not meet the
council’s criteria but subject to completion of key details it could
be re-submitted by the deadline of 30" September 2025.



FC89/25

FC90/25

CliIr Francis-Pester outlined some history regarding the Christmas
Lights projects within the town.

He said that he would like to pay tribute to the Clerk and Asst
Clerk, Vicky King for the effort they are putting in to work with all
of the bodies concerned.

Minutes of the Transport & Highways Committee held on 15" July
2025 and 23" July 2025.

For Noting. No Part 1 items.

Noted.

To resolve to exclude members of the public and the press for
the following agenda items as it is likely that there would be
disclosure to them of exempt information as specified in
Schedule 12A (as amended) of the Local Government Act 1972.
The following 2 Items will be discussed under s.1(2) Public
Bodies (Access to Meetings) Act 1960 due to the confidential
issues discussed.

Proposed by ClIr Francis-Pester and seconded by Clir Morgan.
The proposal was passed.

The meeting went into closed session.

This matter was deferred from Council meeting held on 25t
June 2025.

Motions - ClIr Harriott

ClIr Harriott outlined the implications of Standing Order 1T which
excludes ClIr Maritz from taking part in the debate or voting in it.

The Chairman agreed that this will be enforced.

This Council noted the findings of the NSC Standards Committee
in respect of complaints made against Cllr Maritz.

ClIr Harriott requested a recorded vote, which was agreed.

For Motion 1.

Cllirs Wormald-Kelly, Brown, Harriott, Goodliffe, Farrell, Morgan
and Amor.



FC91 /25

FC92/25

Signed

Against Motion 1

Clirs Culblaith, O’Brien, Francis-Pester, Barton, P Griffiths, C
Griffiths, Lord, Shopland and Blades.

Abstentions ClIr Maritz and Clir Childs.
The Motion was defeated by 9 votes to 7 votes.
For Motion 2

Clirs Wormald-Kelly, Harriott, Goodliffe, Farrell, Morgan and
Amor.

Against Motion 2

Clirs Culblaith, O’Brien, Francis-Pester, Barton, P Griffiths, C
Griffiths, Lord, Shopland and Blades.

Abstentions, ClIr Blades, Clir Brown and ClIr Maritz.

The Motion was defeated by 9 votes to 6.

The Council resolved to come out of closed session.

To receive a letter from North Somerset Council relating to a
complaint made against Cllr Maritz and agree what action should
be taken by Clevedon Town Council.

It was proposed by ClIr Francis-Pester and seconded by ClIr
Blades that the votes that had just recorded answer the question,
that no action should be taken against Clir Maritz by Clevedon
Town Council.

The proposal was carried.

The meeting ended at 9.20pm



