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Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of Clevedon Town
Council held on Tuesday 24" June 2025

Present:
Clir Blades, Chairman of the Council

ClIr Shopland, Clir Morgan, Clir P Griffiths, Clir C Griffiths, Clir Lord, Clir Harriott, Clir
Wormald-Kelly, Clir Francis-Pester, Clir Culblaith. + cvc & R ARK(»TT

Mr John Flannigan and his team from North Somerset Council were in attendance.

Public participation

To enable members of the public to make comment or ask questions for a period not
exceeding 20 minutes with no more than 5 minutes per individual, dependent on the
number wishing fo speak. Also, to enable any Councillor declaring a prejudicial interest
on items on the agenda to comment or provide information under the Code of Conduct
section 12 (2) .

Four members of the public were present:

“| would particularly like the Council to remember that deficits are as important as
devolving assets”.

“We need to hear the Presentation before we can ask questions”.
The Chairman thanked the members of the public for attending and their contribution.

Formal business

1. To receive and approve apologies for absence.

Apologies were received from Clir Young, Clir Brown, ClIr Van Blerk, Clir Farrell,
Clir Childs, Clir O’Brien, Clir Barton, Cllr Amor and ClIr Maritz.

2. To receive declarations of Interest for items on the Agenda.

There were no declarations of interest.
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3.

To receive and discuss a presentation from Mr John Flannigan from North
Somerset Council, relating to North Somerset Council’s plans to devolve its assets
to Parish and Town Councils.

Mr Flannigan introduced himself and his team. He stated he was only going to
discuss the area that he had responsibility for which is Parks and Open Spaces.

Purpose of the project is to:

¢ Give communities overall control, this includes councils and community
groups.

* To establish what assets the Town Council would like to have control of.
Assets include open spaces and play areas.

Mr Flannigan stated that North Somerset Council has made the decision to stop
managing play areas in the future. As equipment becomes unsafe it will be
decommissioned.

Mr Flannigan displayed an Excel spreadsheet listing all of the assets held by North
Somerset in Clevedon, he suggested that a mere in depth discussion was needed
with the Council regarding each individual asset.

He also displayed a list of the parks and open spaces showing the state of each
asset from Red to Green. The Glendale contract was due to expire in 2026 and
town councils were asked to contribute to an extension of the contract for one year.

Mr Flannigan stated that the Devolution project will be in two phases, Phase 1
relates to guick wins, assets which can be easily transferred to a parish or town
councii and Phase 2, more complicated assets.

Mr Flannigan offered to take questions.

Clir Shopland asked if we took on Salthouse, would that include the car parks. If it
costs your council £100 to maintain that field and the Town Council takes it on will
the council tax to residents reduce by £1007 This will be double tax.

Mr Flannigan responded that he is assured it is not double taxation.
In terms of the transfer of the land it will probably be freehold. Clir Morgan asked:

How can a town council manage this with the skills in a town council? It is going
to cost this town council a huge amount of money. We contributed 20% of the
stopgap this year. Do you have figures for next year? The next question is what
happens if we don’t want to engage with anyone? If we come to this on our own
as Clevedon it is going to be very hard to get to the same scale of cost. The clock
is going full circle from a bigger authority The only way this can work is if we work
with Portishead, Nailsea and Weston-Super-Mare, we have to get the skill set to
work it.



Clir Francis-Pester asked how will North Somerset register the actual savings?

A member of the public, who represented a community interest trust, asked how
will the community be involved? In your budget you will have information as to the
costs of every asset.

Mr Flannigan stated that community groups would be allowed to take over assets.
Will transfers to freehold be paid for by you?

Cilr Morgan asked about the logistics of closing a play park, what happens then?

It is in the interest of town councils to take on the play parks. There will be cases
where North Somerset Council will take work on similar to the highways project.

Mr Flannigan stated that other organisations can be involved, e.g. football clubs
etc.

Mr Flannigan commented about the transfer process he stated that there is no
straight forward answer to that. If there is potential for development then that will
be a completely different matter. Legal costs, we will pay our own.

Approximate cost per transaction for the council will be £2000.

Phase 2 is the wider transfer of land.

Clir C Griffiths asked how many departments are involved in this.

Mr Flannigan responded 3-5.

Clir Blades said this meeting is a starting point then we will have a meeting with
the council then ask Chris Head of North Somerset Council to come and answer

any questions.

A member of the public asked about resources to manage this. Mr Flannigan
stated that Portishead have appointed a member of staff to manage this process.

Volunteers are very important, responsibility will be with the Town Council.
There are all sorts of options regarding grounds maintenance.

Clir Morgan asked if they would offer the town a minimum service, then the Town
Council may wish to top it up. The Town Council could top it up then contribute to
North Somerset. That is what | am leaning towards. To replicate North Somerset's
skills in the office here will not work. There is an opportunity for a quick transfer of
the Allotments and the Play areas.

Mr Flannigan stated that if (the council), you want the minimum service it can be
topped up and this will cost you .



Clir Blades thanked Mr Flannigan and his team for coming,

...................................................... Chairman
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Minutes of a Council Meeting of Clevedon Town Council held at the Council  * &
Offices 44 Old Street Clevedon which commenced at 7.30pm on .
Wednesday 25" June 2025. The following business was transacted

PRESENT Chairman of the Council — Councillor C Blades,

Clirs K Amor, C Childs, C Griffiths, P Griffiths, J Maritz, D Shopland, J van
Blerk, G Wormald-Kelly, D Shopland, B Culblaith, R Brown, M Harriott, C Lord
and C Francis-Pester.

Locum Town Clerk: Ron Spurs
Responsible Financial Officer: Sam Crane

Public Participation

A member of the public addressed the meeting regarding item FC79/25 on the Agenda

FC73 /25

FC74 /25

FC75 /25

FC76 /25

FC77 125

To receive and approve apologies for absence.

Apologies were received from Clir Goodliffe, Clir O’'Brien, Clir
Barton, Clir Farrell and Clir Young.

The apologies were approved.
To receive declarations of interest for items on the Agenda.

Clir Amor declared an interest in item FC83/25 relating to the
Property Committee as she works for a company which tendered
to supply services..

To receive and Approve the minutes of the Annual Statutory
Meeting held on 71" May 2025. (The Agenda included items of
business outside of the Statutory Meeting requirements).

To receive the Internal Auditor's report for the year 2024/2025.
Officer's recommendation: That Mr Paul Russell is appointed as
the Council’s Internal Auditor.

The Report of the Internal Auditor was received and Mr Paul
Russell was appointed as the Council’s Internal Auditor.

To receive and approve Part 1 of the Annual Governance
Statement 2024-2025.

The Locum Clerk explained the Part 1 document which had been
circulated to councillors. In the year 2024-2025 the areas where
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FC78 /25

FC79 /25

FC80 /25

the council received negative comments related to the publishing
of the Audit reports on the Council website and on Town notice
boards

The Annual governance Statement 2024-2025 was received and
Approved by the Council.

To receive and agree the Part 2 Accounting Statement
2024/2025.

The Part 2 Accounting Statement 2024-2025 and a conflict of
Interest form were received and agreed by the Council.

Council unanimously Approved that the documents should be
signed.

The documents were signed by the Chair of the Council Clir
Blades and the officers present.

To Discuss/Note Employment Tribunal Judgement of Ms Paula
Heath v Clevedon Town Coungcil 6000064/2023.

Clir Francis-Pester stated in response to the question by a
member of the public that he had used the term "spurious” in
relation to this matter. Clir Francis-Pester stated that the term
“spurious” was used to described the adding of other items to a
Tribunal that was already in progress.

Clir Shopland stated that the council had a very torrid time around
this issue, we should thank the people who brought this to
conclusion.

Clir Morgan stated that never again should a Clerk and some
councillors be able to treat this council in such a cavalier fashion.

The event marred my year of chairmanship immensely, | don’t
want to go through that ever again.

The matter was noted.

To resolve to exclude members of the public and the press for
the following agenda items as it is likely that there would be
disclosure to them of exempt information as specified in
Schedule 12A (as amended) of the Local Government Act 1972.

The following 2 Items will be discussed under s.1(2) Public
Bodies (Access to Meetings) Act 1960 due to the confidential
issues discussed.



FC81 /25

The Council resolved to exclude members of the public for
FC80/25 and FC81/25.

Motion Clir Harriott:

This Council notes the findings of the standards committee of
NSC in respect of complaints made against Clir Maritz. The
committee found that Clir Maritz broke Clevedon Town Council
code of conduct in three separate areas:

Breach of Part 1:2 Failure to treat an employee with respect.
Breach of Part 2. Conduct amounting to bullying or intimidation.
Breach of Part 4: Disclosure of confidential information.

The Standards Committee recommends two actions.

1. That Clir Maritz write to Mr Jay fo apologise for his
behaviour.

2. That Clevedon Town Council reviews Cllr Maritz's
membership of the F&GP Committee given the sensitivity
of information handled by that committee

This Councit RESOLVES to

1. Request that Clir Maritz apologises to Mr Jay for the distress
that he has caused.

Furthermore this Council RESOLVES

2. To remove Clir Maritz from membership of the F&GP
Committee immediately

To receive a letter from North Somerset Council relating to a
complaint made against Clir Maritz and agree what action should
be taken by Clevedon Town Council.

Clir Shopland stated that there was a right of Appeal in this matter
and that the matter should be deferred until the resuit of an Appeal
is known.

The Locum Clerk stated that the letter from North Somerset
Council stated that there was no right of Appeal to their
judgement.

There is an opportunity for the Councillor to apply for a Judicial
Review. Also, to complain to the Ombudsman.
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FC82 /25

Clir Maritz stated that he intended to apply to appeal to a court
and that he would prefer for the matter to be adjourned.

CHr Morgan stated that this was not acceptable and asked how
long would the councii have to wait, one month, six months or
more?

There is an expectation that Clevedon Town Council will deal with
the matter now, these are important matters and they need
discussing tonight.

This is a very serious matter and for you to sit there as Chair and
wish to defer it is shameful.

The resolution to exclude the public and press was carried.
The one member of the public present left the meeting.

Clir Harriott asked Clir Maritz when the matter will go to Court and
Clir Maritz stated he would apply within 30 days.

ClIr Francis-Pester stated that there were 3 issues which require
review in this case, The mention of a criminal conviction is not
confidential, it is a matter of public record. Secondly, the meeting
where this matter arose was in confidential session, therefore,
there was no breach of confidentiality and thirdly, that Tony Jay
did not resign as a result of this meeting but had already resigned.

I am happy that this matter is deferred.

Clir Lord stated that the Standards Board had not been in touch
with her as Chair of Siaffing. Tony Jay made no secret of his
conviction. So it was not confidential.

Clir Morgan said that Tony Jay recorded the entire meeting.

The Chairman moved that the matters are adjourned for 30 days.
This was Approved by the Council.

The Council then voted to move into open session.

To consider Grant Applications from:

Clevedon LitFest £1350

North Somerset Athletic Club £2000

HAB Traders £7500
Clevedon East District Guide Centre £1000



FC83 /25

Cilr Francis-Pester said that the most recent meeting of the
Finance and General Policy Commitiee had refined the dates for
large grant applications and changed it to 30" September,
applicants to be notified by 30t November, these dates will recur
each year. He suggested that the matter is deferred. Thereis no
pre judgment of these applications.

This was proposed by ClIr Francis Pester that the matter should
be deferred to the Council nearer to 30" September 2025, after
F&GP Committee seconded by Clir Maritz.

This was Approved by the Council.
To Note the Minutes of the Committee meetings listed below:

Planning Committee 14" May — For Noting

Property Committee 215t May — For Noting

Finance and General Policy 20t May — For Noting

Finance and General Policy 28t May — For Noting

Transport, Town, Events and Amenities 17" June — 1 ltem for
Approval.

ClIr Blades stated that he was geing to change how this matter
is discussed, we used to have Part 1 and Part 2 items and he
wants to go back to that. Part 1 items refer to approval of a
purchase or order exceeding £1,000.

Each Chairman of a Committee was asked to report to the
Council.

Planning Committee — ClIr Francis-Pester stated no Part 1 items
or Part 2 items for discussion.

Minutes Approved.

Property Committee meeting 21t May — Clir Shopland
presented the Minutes.

The Committee agreed to recommend to Council that a
Defibrillator is purchased from Great Western Ambulance at a
cost of £1,705 (No VAT), as their package provided the best
equipment and training package. There will be a small charge to
install the Defibrillator which will be undertaken by the Council's
electrical contractor.

Proposed by Clir Shopland seconded by Clir Blades- Minutes
approved, this included the purchase of a defibrillator to be
installed on the council building.



Finance and General Policy Commitiee — 20" May 2025 — Clir
Francis-Pester reported that there were three changes to Grant
Criteria. Firstly that applicants will be required to have a bank
account, that small grants will be a maximum of £1000 when
money is awarded to a body and thirdly, they do not receive
other funding for a project which then cannot be delivered, so
the funds are returned to Clevedon Town Council.

Minutes Approved by Council

Finance and General Policy Committee meeting 28" May 2025
— ClIr Francis-Pester stated that Part 1 item was to approve the
insurance payment for the year 2025-2026.

This was Approved by Council

Transport, Town Events and Amenities Committee meeting 17t
June 2025

Clir Culblaith stated that the Part 1 item referred to two quotes to
supply Christmas Lights. The Committee Resolved to appoint
Festive Lighting Company to provide the Christmas Lights, total
cost £13,602.55 plus VAT.

Secondly the Committee approved the appointment of Principal
Electrical, a Clevedon based company, to install, maintain then
remove the lights. This quotation includes labour, hire of
appropriate access and safety equipment, and the replacement
of extension leads that are no longer fit for use. Total cost
£11,000 plus VAT. The contractor has provided a complete
breakdown of costs associated with this work.

A meeting will be arranged with the festive lighting provider and
the electrician.

The contractor will produce a clear and definitive plan identifying
responsibilities for each aspect of the Christmas lighting,
including who will be responsible for addressing any faults or
technical issues that may arise.

Clir Morgan asked for clarification in the wording of the minutes
from the TEA Committee relating to the term "report” relating to
the poor performance of the lights in the year 2024.

The Locum Clerk will contact Cilr Morgan and explain the
relevance of the term.

Councillors raised the issue of £6,800 which had been provided
to a community group which had not been used.
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The Locum Clerk was asked to write to the group to clarify if the
money could be returned to the Council.

It was proposed by ClIr Childs and seconded by Clir Shopland
that the two items be Approved.

This was Approved by Council.

The meeting ended at 8.30pm.

Signed
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